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Please Join us
at the May
Meeting!

Thursday,

May 19
Bruce Miller Farmg
5pma 6pm
Tour & Happy Hour

6 0 7 pm Dinner

A brief meeting wil
follow

RSVP to Kelly @
Bruce Miller (903)

8964611
by May 1%

Chairmands Letter

Hello Region lll,

What a fun time at Athens Tree Farm on the 21st. If you missed this
you missed a very informative meeting and some excellent "mud
bugs" and shrimp.

The Esteps and Paul were excellent host. They went to a lot of trou-
ble to prepare for the meeting and it really showed.

Thanks also to Rootmaker and Dr. Carl Whitcomb, as well as Ches
at Helena Chemical for sponsoring the meal. Kudos to everyone!

Hard to believe but its time to start thinking about expo. Everyone
planning to attend should consider making room reservations

soon, especially if you're considering a room at the Hilton Antole  (the
host hotel).

Those who have driven to the Anatole in the past to catch the  shuttle
to expo should be aware that this year they will be charged to park
at the hotel parking lot.

One subject mentioned at the meeting was ways to increase mem-
bership in Region I, it was suggested that members encourage po-
tential members to join by showing them benefits of membership in
TNLA. There is a bulleted form  published by TNLA that shows the
member benefits.

If anyone needs a copy of this, | have some or I'm sure they can get
them from the TNLA office.

Finally, be sure and mark your calendars for May 19th. The meeting
will be at Bruce Miller Farm in Edgewood. If you haven't made this
meeting, you are in for a real treat.

See you there!
Herman Vess

Chairman Region 11l

Bruce Miller Farm

Edgewood, TX 75117

P: 903.896.4611

www. brucemillernurseryedgewood.com
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© 2011 HOLT CAT

0% Interest for 42 Months

Take advantage of 0% interest financing for 42 months on Caterpillar®
backhoe, skid steer, compact track and multi-terrain loaders, as well as
mini-hydraulic excavators and small wheel loaders. Extended equipment
protection plans are also available.

Contact your HOLT CAT® sales representative or visit holtcat.com for
program details or a complete listing of locations. Offer ends May 31.

Call Pat Rhodes (903} 239-3403

Horr: [T

5036 W. Loop 281, Longview
12218 State Hwy 31 West, Tyler
holtcat.com
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CRUISE O8N EVTR TUWATEN THELOOLEST PATS
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Horticultural Supply
www.kbwsupply.com

 fl&

Call us for your
Fall Greenhouse
Poly needs.

KBW Tyler -
12256 CR 167
Tyler, TX 75703
(903) 509-8803
(903) 509-8493 FAX
(903) 521-1489 MOBILE

KBW Houston
(210) 509-1723
(210) 509-4798 FAX
(956) 650-5021 MOBILE
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SUSTAINABILITY AND
THE REAL WORLD OF
ORNAMENTAL PRODUCTION

BY ANDY SECKINGER, MARKETING MANAGER, OHP, INC.

ne of the popular themes now in ornamental production
D is sustainability. While there are a lot of interpretations,
many growers assume this means organic production. They
may also think this is a new trend. According to Wikipedia,
“Sustainability is the capacity to endure.” This means we notonly
have to make responsible decisions on the use of resources and
tools but must also make certain these decisions make business
sense so that our companies will endure.

As a 30-year veteran of production horticulture, I can tell you
that sustainability is nothing new. The only difference is we used
to call it integrated pest management (IPM). IPM (management
of weeds, disease, insects, nutrition, etc.) is a control system that
uses a variety of complementary strategies including mechanical
devices and physical devices (e.g., utilizing insect screens or
disinfecting tools on a regular basis when pruning or gathering
cuttings for propagation) and genetic, biological, cultural, and
chemical management.

For nursery growers interested in this approach, here are some

key steps in building sustainable or IPM systems:

1. Observe, Record,and Learn. Most operationswill encounter
insect, disease, and weed challenges in a similar pattern. It is
important to keep a good detailed record to identify the problem

and try to establish the cause. Many factors can have an influence
on the cause. Therefore, it is also helpful to record details such as
date, crop, weather, relative location, and what solutions worked
or what did not. Over time, you can detect trends that may
indicate the potential for a particular problem or conditions that
may lead to a problem. I once had a nurseryman tell me that
when he first records five 70-degree days in a row, he can expect
flea beetles to appear. That was his indication to start spraying to
control them.

2. Acceptable Pest/Disease Level “Economic Threshold.”
This is an operational decision that can vary between different
businesses and different markets, different types of plants within
the operation, and even different stages of production of the
same type of plant. A leaf disease on a deciduous tree may not be
acceptable in the spring during flush but may be tolerable in late
fall prior to leaf drop.

3. Preventative Cultural Practices. Sanitation is the key. Trash
is trash. You may not eat here, but your plants do. Insects, disease
fungus and bacteria, and weed seeds can all survive and even
thrive in left over plant debris or soil for several years. Always
clean and, when possible, disinfect tools and plant-growing areas
between crops. Manage drainage so that water doesn't stand in
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Professional Landscaping and Grower Supplies

multi-store outlets, greenhouse growers, nursery growers, landscapers, lawn
companies, and other related outlets.
Companies, Tuc.

BWI Texarkana ¢ 800.442.8443 * www.bwicompanies.com

BWI is a distributor of lawn, garden and horticultural products to garden
e Conters, farm and feed stores, hardware stores, grocery stores, regional

WE NOT ONLY HAVE TO MAKE RESPONSIBLE

DECISIONS ON THE USE OF RESOURCES
AND TOOLS BUT MUST ALSO MAKE CERTAIN
THESE DEGISIANS MAKE BUSINESS SENSE
SO0 THAT ODUR COMPANIES WILL ENDURE
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