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R e g i o n  V III   
O f f i c e r s

STATE REGIONAL DIRECTOR
Larry Best, TCNP 205

Best Horticultural Solutions
806-786-9787

 
REGION CHAIR

Jared Pyka
Native Texas Nursery

512-276-9801

 
VICE-CHAIR

Brad Seever 
Newton Nursery
512-310-0055

 
PAST REGION CHAIR

Sandy Schutze
ABC Home & Commercial Services

512-845-9448

 
Supplier Director / 

Secretary 
Amy Edwards

Hortica Insurance & Employee Benefits
866-218-0384

 
TREASURER
Larry Best, TCNP 205

Best Horticultural Solutions
806-786-9787

 
GROWER DIRECTOR

Mark Bentsen
Membership Chair
Greenleaf Nursery

512-784-5545

 
LANDSCAPE DIRECTOR

Russell Hackworth
Member Benefits / Preferred

Vendor Chair
DFI Resources, LLC

512-695-2319

 
RETAIL DIRECTOR

Emelie McDaniel
Education / Certification Chair

Red Barn Garden Center
(512) 335-8093

 

Texas Nursery & Landscape Association
7730 South IH-35 Austin TX, 78745-6698

Phone: (512) 280-5182 Fax: (512) 280-3012
Email: info@tnlaonline.org

Web Page: www.tnlaonline.org
Region VIII email: region8@tnlaonline.org

W hile gearing up for a busy spring season, 
I can’t help being excited about serving 
as Chairman of Region VIII. I hope 

that each of you will profit from your association 
with TNLA, and continue your participation in 

our monthly meetings and events during 2011-12. We are currently planning 
presentations on topics ranging from Green Industry economics to water 
conservation. Our hope is that you all find the upcoming programming to be 
informative and interesting, and that you benefit from the chance to network 
with your fellow industry colleagues. 

Region VIII will also continue to support the community in which we live and 
work. During past years, we have helped the Austin Children’s Shelter install 
several landscaping projects to improve the quality of life of its residents. We will 
continue our partnership with Austin Children’s Shelter as we seek additional 
charitable organizations to support. The Board would welcome any feedback you 
have in this regard. 

Although TNLA has no control over the Texas weather or the New York Stock 
Exchange, what we can do is educate ourselves, support each other, and show up 
to meetings to share a beer and tell some good stories. Hope to see you soon.

 
Jared Pyka 
TNLA Region VIII Chairman

a note from your 
R e g i o n  V III    C h a i r

M i s s i o n  Stat  e m e n t
The Texas Nursery & Landscape Association’s 
mission is to enhance members’ business 
success through legislative/regulatory 
advocacy, education, networking, and 
promotion of professionalism.

For advertising rates and  
information, please contact Larry Best  

at 806-786-9787.
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manage to germinate and break through 
the layer of mulch are easily pulled. A 
mix of coarse and fine mulch will help 
reduce seed germination.

Mulches should not be piled up against the 
trunks of plants, but rather form a donut 
around the base of trees and shrubs.

Another benefit of organic mulches is 
that they enrich the soil as they decay, 
forming a rich, dark organic material 
called humus that provides nutrients for 
the soil and improves its texture. Last 
but not least, mulch has aesthetic value; 
there is a range of colors and textures. 
The uniform quality of most mulch 
when added to the garden floor serves 
much the same aesthetic purpose as a 
carpet in a home.

So what are some of these 
marvelous mulches?
Bark : This mulch is the most 
popular and widely available. 
Barks are available in bags or can 
be purchased some places in bulk. 
Bark is relatively easy to apply, but 
some types have a tendency to fl oat 
away in heavy rains. Pine is the most 
common, but cypress and redwood 
are popular. Cypress resists floating.

Chipper debris: A mixture 
of shredded bark, wood chips 
and leaves from tree-trimming 
operations, chipper debris is non-
uniform so it’s not as attractive as 
many other types. A rustic effect for 
outlying areas of the yard where fine 
texture may not be important may 
also create nitrogen deficiency as it 
breaks down unless first aged.

Partially Decomposed 
Compost: This makes excellent 
mulch. You can make your own 
compost or buy it. The lack of 
uniformity may make it less attractive 
in exposed areas. Compost may also 
contain some weed seeds that can be 
objectionable.

Leaves: Readily available and 
inexpensive, leaves work best if 

Landscape Mulch
(continued from page 1) 

(continued on page 7) 

http://www.mynurserydirect.com
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Map to March 
Region VIII 
Meeting 
Tuesday  
February 8, 2011
6:00-6:30 PM – Social 
7:00 PM – Dinner and 

Presentation

Location:  
Newton Nursery  
15403 Burnet Rd. 
Austin, TX 78728 
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• Irrigation Supplies
• Fertilizer
• Herbicides | Insecticides
• Seed | Sod
• Outdoor Lighting | Water Features
• Expert Staff
• Education Services

Now serving Texas with 35 Branches!

FIND US:
www.ewing1.com/texas

TALK TO US:
800.343.9464

ticides

Water Features

s

Texas with 35 Branches!

xas
TALK TO US:
800.343.9464

R

http://www.mtvtreestexas.com
http://www.ewing1.com/texas
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shredded before applying as mulch. 
Large, unshredded leaves tend to 
form an undesirable “mat” which 
repels water.

Pine Needles: Great mulch, 
especially for acid-loving plants. 
Slow to decompose, pine needles, 
last a long time. Avoid using near 
wood fences or walls due to potential 
fire hazard.

Inorganic Mulches: 
River stones, pebbles and gravel 
chips are all good mulches. Though 
they do nothing to improve the soil, 
these materials can be striking, and 
should be used carefully so they 
enhance rather than detract from the 
overall landscape design. They will 
not require replenishing as frequently 
as organic materials, but fallen leaves 
and other trash can detract from 
their uniform appearance and be 
difficult to clean. White rock is very 

bright and reflective and may make 
surrounding area hotter.

Landscape Fabrics: 
Special woven fabrics that allow air 
and water to pass through, while 
reducing weeds and evaporation. 
These materials can be used in 
conjunction with other mulches. 
Fabric is laid on the soil and mulch is 
placed on top. Do not use solid sheet 
plastic, which inhibits air and water 
movement and promotes root rot.

Many fresh, un-decomposed 
organic mulches, like sawdust, grass 
clippings, straw and chipper waste, 
may draw nitrogen from the soil as 
the material breaks down, causing 
a temporary nitrogen deficiency. 
Microbes tend to out-compete plant 
roots for the available nutrients 

Landscape Mulch
(continued from page 4) 

(continued on page 8) 

http://www.davey.com


8	 M a r c h  2 0 1 1    |    Re  g io  n  V I I I    |    T e x a s  N u r s e r y  &  L a n d s c a p e  A s s o c iatio     n

released as they break down. So 
a recommendation is to allow 
these materials to partially break 
down before using them, and/or 
supplement with nitrogen fertilizer.

Since organic mulches decompose 
over time, they will need to be 
replenished or replaced periodically. 
It’s a good idea to check the garden 
every spring and renew areas 
where the mulch has gotten thin. 
There is no need to remove the 
old and replace with new mulch, 
since soil organisms will work the 
decomposing organic matter into the 
soil, increasing the health of the soil.

* Reprinted with permission.

Landscape Mulch
(continued from page 7) Earth-Kind uses 

research-proven 
techniques to 
provide maximum 

gardening and landscape enjoyment while preserving and protecting 
our environment. The objective of Earth-Kind is to combine the best 
of organic and traditional gardening and landscaping principles to 
create a new horticultural system based on real-world effectiveness 
and environmental responsibility.

The principal goals of Earth-Kind include:
Water conservation 
The safe use and handling of fertilizers & pesticides 
Reduction of yard wastes entering urban landfills 
Landscaping for Energy Conservation

As your interest and knowledge in these areas grows you will have an 
increased awareness of the many programs, practices and activities 
that are Earth-Kind. Working together we can make a difference in 
serving and protecting our valuable natural resources.

For more information, see:  www.earthkind.tamu.edu

Deep Fork Tree Farm
w w w . d f t r e e s . c o m4 0 5 . 2 3 3 . 2 0 0 0 A r c a d i a ,  O KI I

Enhanc ing  Na tu re ’ s  Beau ty

http://www.dftrees.com
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“Membership in TNLA is essential to being 
proactive rather than reactive.”
Mark Harris ,  HArris LANdscApe, iNc.

“Join professional organizations like  
TNLA—you’ll learn more from your peers 
than anyone else.”
JosH Bracken ,  NicHoLsoN HArdie

Membership renewals can be paid online or by contacting Marisol at 
(512) 579-3866 or marisol@tnlaonline.org. You can also print and mail 
an application to: Texas Nursery & Landscape Association, 7730 south 
iH-35, Austin, TX 78745

Marketing 
Opportunities

Industry 
Advancement

Networking

Education

Business Services

ClICk hErE  
to download  

an application.

ClICk hErE  
to log in and 
renew online.

There’s still time to

renew Your 
Membership

Invest in Your Success

TExAS NurSErY &  
lANdSCApE ASSOCIATION

helping Green Industry Businesses Succeed in Texas
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0% Interest for 42 Months

© 2011 LMW Design Group • (623) 535-0051

(#9578) Texas Nursery & Landscaping Association Newsletter (Reg 8 Austin)
1-Color, 1/4 page (3.5 x 4.75 , no bleed) • March 2011

holtcat.com
9601 South IH 35, Austin

16017 No. IH-35, Pflugerville
Brent Pemberton (512) 497-7430

Take advantage of 0% interest financing for 42 months on
Caterpillar® backhoe, skid steer, compact track and multi-terrain
loaders, as well as mini-hydraulic excavators and small wheel
loaders. Extended equipment protection plans are also available.

Contact your HOLT CAT® sales representative or visit holtcat.com
for program details or a list of locations.

© 2011 HOLT CAT

Big Savings.
Lasting Value.

u 5th Annual A Passion For Plants:  
An East Austin Garden Fair
Saturday, March 19, 2011, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin Church,  
1507 Wilshire Blvd., Austin TX

A Passion for Plants: An East Austin Garden Fair will be in a new 
location this year on the last weekend of Spring Break.  The theme 
of our fifth annual fair is Edible Landscaping.  This FREE public 

gardening event will feature hands-on demonstrations of how to dig a garden 
bed, harvest rain water, grow fruits and vegetables organically, start plants 
from cuttings and seeds, and how to cut back on chemicals that harm our 
environment and ourselves.  Come for the free advice from our on-site experts 
to answer all of your gardening questions, for tips on living healthier and 
happier, and for fun educational activities for kids to get them out in nature in 
your own back yard!  Get ready for Spring with all the free information you 
need to start your own edible landscape, whether it’s one plant in a pot or a 
whole yard full, and enjoy eating healthier and being healthy!

Hosted by Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Travis County Master 
Gardeners Association, the Sustainable Food Center, and the Holistic 
Education and Health Network. Call the Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service at 854-9600 for more information.

u Termite Training  
for Homeowners
Wednesday, March 30, 2011  
1:00-2:00pm
Travis County Agrilife Extension Office 
1600-B Smith Rd., Austin TX  78721
(512) 854-9600

There’s an old saying in the pest 
control industry… “there are two 
types of homes in Texas- those 

with termites and those that will have them 
within 7 years.”  Which category do you 
fit into?  This class will arm homeowners 
with information so they feel comfortable 
discussing management options for 
termites with pest professionals.  Do you 
know how termites look for food?  Can 
you tell the difference between ants and 
termites?  Come to learn how to identify 
the types of termites found in Central 
Texas and their management options. 

Ev  e n t s

http://www.bartlett.com
http://www.holtcat.com
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P. O. Box 551329
Dallas, TX 75355-1329

214-341-1585     800-525-1379
Fax:   214-341-7873

E-mail:   abbott@abbott-ipco.com

 

We offer New Generation bulbs derived from tissue
culture, for growing-on, outdoor landscaping and for 
retail sales.  We also feature a complete selection of
finished and prefinished caladium plants.

Visit us on the web at
www.abbott-ipco.com

Caladiums are our business, from start to finish.

The world’s largest supplier of caladium bulbs.

Best of Texas 
Landscape Guide 

2nd Edition  
photos, culture, 

water conservation 
tips certifi cation 

promotion and 
more, to distribute 

or sell to your 
customers.

Buy online at 
www.tnlaonline.org or 

call TNLA at 800.880.0343 
to order.

Promote Professionalism and 
Good Gardening

All revenues from sale of the Best of Texas 
Landscape Guide go to support programs of the 

Texas Nursery & Landscape Association.

THE BEST OF TEXAS
Your Guide To

Texas 
Landscap

es

T H E  T E X A S  N U R S E R Y  A N D  L A N D S C A P E  A S S O C I A T I O N

L A N D S C A P E  G U I D E

TREES SHRUBS    GROUNDCOVERS  ROSES    PERENNIALS ANNUALS    AND MORE

http://www.abbott-ipco.com
http://www.shemin.net


http://www.hillcountrywatergardens.com
http://www.landmarknurseries.com

